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Questions and Answers About The Bright Lights Schalrship Application Process

HOW CAN WE DETERMINE IF A STUDENT IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR THE BRIGHT LIGHTS
SCHOLARSHIP?

To be eligible to apply for a GCYD Scholarship thestudent must meet the following criteria:

» Is currently a graduating high school senior plagrib attend post-secondary education.

> A permanent resident of Connecticut (CT residettending high school outside of the state are
eligible).

» Have a disability under Special Education Law actié@ 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

HOW ARE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS SELECTED?

All applicants are reviewed by a panel of judgesScholarship recipients are selected on the basis thie
following 3 criteria.

» The manner in which candidates have overcome th@dles created by their disability.

» The degree to which the candidates have contriltotéeeir school and community through service,
leadership and being a positive role model.

» The candidate’s promise for a successful career.

DOES THE SEVERITY OF THE DISABILITY ENTER INTO THEJUDGING PROCESS?

While there is not an order of selection, the morseverely disabled applicants typically have greater
challenges to overcome. Judges will consider apgdint's accomplishments in relationship to the
limitations imposed by the disability.

WHAT CAN I DO TO ASSIST THE STUDENT WITH THE APPLIATION PROCESS?

You can help in the following ways:

> Inform all guidance counselors, Title 1, and Spdéducation staff about the Bright Lights
Scholarships.

» Get the word out to eligible students. You can dimad a copy of the Bright Lights Flyer and posint
school bulletin boards.

» Assist your school’'s nominee(s) in completing alitp of the application. Feel free to attach aolaltl
documentation to support the application such asthdent’s resumé, letters of recommendation, and
transcripts.

IF YOU HAVE MORE QUESTIONS YOU CAN E-MAIL US: INFG@GCYD.ORG

Mail the completed application and supporting mateials by FEBRUARY 15, 2009 to:

THE GOVERNOR'’S COALITION FOR YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES
P.O. BOX 2485
HARTFORD, CT 06146-2485
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